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540 Geographical Literature and Maps 

author wisely sets forth that means of transportation is the key of the transi- 
tion. The map of mediaeval Europe shows at a glance that civilization followed 
the great Roman roads. We should see that the problem of to-day in India 
must be the problem of to-morrow in our East, the Philippine province. In its 
transition from village culture to the wider place which we must force upon 
it, it might be well for our untrained administrators to study this valuable 
treatise. William Churchill. 

AUSTRALASIA AND POLYNESIA 

Murihiku and the Southern Islands. A History of the West Coast 
Sounds, Foveaux Strait, Stewart Island, the Snares, Bounty, Antipodes, Auck- 
land, Campbell and Macquarie Islands from 1770 to 1829. By Robert McNab, 
xiii and 377 pp. Map, index. William Smith, Invercargill, N. Z., 1907. 
S}4 x6. 

This is a work in South New Zealand history. The author is a member of 
the House of Representatives and also Minister of Lands and Agriculture for 
New Zealand. The book marks an effort to recover an obscure early history 
in which the discoverers Cook, Vancouver, and Malaspina had a part. The 
motive under which succeeding events took place lay in trade in the seal and 
in flax, oil, and timber. 

The search for material led to obscure documents in English and to untrans- 
lated papers in Spanish, French, and Russian. After the records of New 
Zealand and Australia were exhausted, search was made in the annals of 
Salem, Boston, New Bedford, Nantucket, Providence, Baltimore and other 
American ports whose whalers and sealers had plied their business in this 
remote region. The British Museum, Paris, Madrid, and St. Petersburg made 
their contribution. In the Essex Institute of Salem was unearthed the log of the 
Endeavour, the Britannia, and the Providence, of the last decade of the Eight- 
eenth Century, made possible as a single manuscript by the fact that a Mr. 
Robert Murray was in succession an officer of the three ships and carried one 
log for all. The narrative of the region is brought down to 1829. 

Murihiku is Maori for the last joint of the tail, and was given as a name 
to the south part of the South Island of New Zealand. Some of the small 
southern islands considered are remote, as Auckland, Campbell, Antipodes, 
and Bounty Islands. The general map which precedes the text is unfortunate 
in a degree of reduction which renders many names almost illegible. The 
same is true, in lesser degree, of the map of Murihiku and Stewart Island, 
opposite page 16. 

The text includes twenty-four chapters, and five appendices. It is not 
intended as finished history, but brings together original material as a source 
for the historian. The author is perhaps too modest, however, for the story, 
though given in the detail of the annalist, is full of fascination for the geog- 
rapher and for the general reader* The appendices include, — Cook's Endeavour 
Controversy, Menzie's Journal, Log of the Britannia, Log of the Endeavour, 
and Captain Kelly's Evidence. The index is full, consisting of twenty-five 
double-column pages, and each chapter closes with a list of references. 

A. P. Bricham. 

Through Polynesia and Papua. Wanderings with a Camera in Southern 
Seas. By Frank Burnett, xv. and 197 pp. Maps, ills., appendix. Francis 
Griffiths, London, 191 1. 12s. 6d. 9x6. 

Islands of Enchantment. Many-Sided Melanesia. Seen Through Many 
Eyes, and Recorded by Florence Coombe. xxvii and 3S2 pp. Map, ills., 
index. Macmillan & Co., Ltd., London, 191 1. 9 x 6. 

It serves an end most satisfactory to the student to bring together into one 
notice two volumes utterly dissimilar, yet each covering, in the interlacing of the 
areas which their chords respectively subtend, much of the same little known 
region, much of the same life still less comprehended. A worthy book of the 
Western Pacific one of these is, the other wholly unworthy. If there were not a 



